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COUNTY ORGANIZATION CONFERENCE 
New York, June 1928 

Perhaps was Wisconsin that wanted light the 
development county welfare programs, but evi- 
dent that the problem does not belong exclusively 
that state. proof the growing attention county 
organization attracting was the shown 
those who came the conference this subject, called 
New York the Child Welfare League America 
June 15th and 16th. Besides the Wisconsin dele- 
gates there were representatives from Alabama, Mary- 
land, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, North Caro- 
lina and Pennsylvania. National organizations were 
represented staff members from the Federal Chil- 
dren’s Bureau, the National Probation Association, and 
the Child Welfare League America. 

Opening the conference, Mr. Carstens, Execu- 
tive Director, called attention the trend toward 
county organization welfare work that may 
observed various parts the country. Details 
form and function may differ, but the general develop- 
ment toward smaller unit than the state these 
matters. 

Judge Charles Hall, the State Board Control 
Minnesota, was chosen chairman the conference 
and was explained that the plan would purely that 
free discussion and interchange ideas and that 
way would the delegates bound any conclu- 
sions that might reached. The agenda that had been 
prepared divided the topic under five general headings. 


considering the best unit for the local organization 
welfare work, the township was speedily disposed 
impracticable. the whole the county seems 
the logical choice. Where the population sparse, 
combining several small counties has been advocated but 
has not stood the test very much actual experience. 
The proposition uniting appropriate welfare jobs with- 
county seems more workable arrangement. 

There was less unanimity opinion regarding the 
best way deal with counties containing large urban 
centers. Several persons felt that the situation was 
strengthened avoiding separate city organization 
and adhering the county unit. This particularly 
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INSTITUTION NEWS 


DEPENDENT CHILDREN INSTITUTIONS 


The summary the minutes the June 15th meeting 
the Section Dependent Children the Welfare 
Council New York City prepared Miss Grace 
Reeder, secretary the Section, contains material 
which believe will particular interest most 
institutional workers. are, therefore, reprinting 
Miss Reeder’s complete summary. 


SERVICE FOR DEPENDENT CHILDREN 
INSTITUTIONS 


“Dr. Psychiatrist, Mental Hygiene Clinic, Children’s 
Village 


“Dr. Williams said that the need for psychiatric treat- 
for children institutions caring for dependents 
dependent upon two things; children 
received, and second, the degree understanding 
children and the problems childhood the part 
the institution personnel. 

are probably more problem children in- 
stitutional population than public school popula- 
tion. The very causes which bring about the catas- 
trophes the lives children causing their admission 
institutions may perhaps contribute great deal 
toward the development abnormal personalities 
the children. 

Williams believes that the children institu- 
tions are somewhat lower level intelligence than 
cross-section public school population. insti- 
tutions, although defectives are not accepted, there 
much larger percentage ‘below-normals,’ and 
unexpectedly larger percentage the superior type 
children. There also larger percentage emotion- 
ally unstable children this group because certain 
inheritances and because environmental conditions 
their home life. 

“Institutions vary, and similarly the needs the 
children the institutions vary. Among the variable 
factors are: 

The size the institution. 

some institutions psychiatric psycholog- 


ical clinic would almost luxury proportion 
its other needs. 
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(Continued from page column 
true for probation work which activities usually 
radiate from the cities. was reported from Alabama 
that the tendency there toward the abolition city 
units favor the county control, which maintained 
health and school work, well welfare work. 
This state, however, has only three cities any size. 

most places there growing tendency for the 
urban centers become separate units. Discus- 
sion how large city must display this self- 
consciousness brought out the fact that urban popu- 
lation above fifty sixty thousand usually marks the 
beginning independence. Mr. Carstens pointed 
examples where this separation tended develop- 
ment county responsibility degree that might 
have been sacrificed large city had been permitted 
dominate the situation. 

While this discussion the splitting county 
units was progress, Miss Katherine Lenroot raised 
the pertinent question of, large population can 
support independent welfare Experience 
seems indicate that county with population 
twelve thirteen thousand usually provides plenty 
opportunity for full-time worker. 

The general consensus opinion seemed that 
PopuLATION LARGE URBAN CEN- 

Whether county organization should private, 
public quasi-public was next considered. The experi- 
ence the State Charities Aid Association New York 
State real contribution along this line. 

outlining the development the New York State 
Charities Aid Association, Miss Ida Curry explained 
that was organized under private auspices 1872 
develop and stimulate public programs charity and 
health, with special emphasis child care. order 
get the work done, the expense was originally divided 
half and half with the local counties but has been grad- 
ually taken over entirely the counties. felt that 
private control the establishment the work has 
been factor maintaining satisfactory standards, but 
the ideal increase the public responsibility 
rapidly possible, maintaining county committees 
citizens interested having good work done. 

Experience other parts the country seems bear 
out the conclusion that Work 
ALLY DEMONSTRATION UNTIL THE PuBLic AUTHOR- 
ITIES CAN TAKE 


Dr. Ellen Potter testified the importance 
state stimulating local interest but avoiding any mea- 


sure credit any appearance dictatorship. This 
testimony was corroborated number the other 
delegates whose varying experiences bore out the 
soundness such policy. 

The local resources that can ‘be utilized differ 
different places. one community may Federa- 
tion Clubs; another, the American Legion; 
another, interested individuals with vision, initiative 
and discretion. Difficulties were pointed out trying 
arouse community responsibility where children can 
unloaded upon the state for complete support. The 
principle having the counties share the payment 
bills has been found real factor developing 
local initiative. 

state university, state conference social work, 
state-wide citizens’ organization can often provide 
stimulation locally, but was the consensus opinion 
that THE FUNCTION THE STATE 
TAKE THE INITIATIVE DEVELOPING UNITS 
SERVICE, BUT WHERE THERE AGENCY 
EQUIPPED FOR THE PURPOSE, ITS SERVICE SHOULD 

The further discussion state welfare depart- 
ment’s initiating county organization almost split the 
conference for time the point whether this could 
best done under permissive mandatory law. Mrs. 
Kate Burr Johnson, from her experience North Caro- 
lina, advocated the mandatory law population 
basis. She felt that the twenty-nine counties North 
Carolina with population above thirty thousand that. 
are required have county superintendents welfare, 
have become demonstration centers for the other coun- 
ties. She also felt that important factor having 
mandatory law accepted has been making the functions 
the local board general possible, well ap- 
proaching the politicians with definite propositions 
terms actual cases. way does mandatory law 
lessen the necessity strong educational program. 

The situation Alabama was presented Mrs. 
Tunstall who told the development county 
welfare work under permissive legislation. The experi- 
ence the State Board Education the administra- 
tion “equalization fund” indicated the desira- 
bility financial stimulus developing local initiative 
though not the expense local arrange- 
ment has been that the county pays 40% and the state, 
60% (plus special sum counties that organize) 
wherever child welfare superintendent functioning. 
Under this plan has been possible demand high 
standard worker, that now the requirements are 
college education, three years’ teaching experience, and 
social work training. minimum three months 
this training compulsory. Salaries range from $1800 
$2400 with transportation addition. 
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Recognizing the persuasive power little financial 
aid where the law not mandatory, the conference 
seemed unite the statement that Favor 
PERMISSIVE PLAN, THAT THERE STATE 
STIMULATION. 


WELFARE ORGANIZATION? 

Mr. Carstens started the ball rolling this topic 
citing the case North Carolina where Department 
Public Welfare includes children’s program among 
its activities, and Minnesota, where Child Welfare 
Board does much beyond the field child welfare. 
Miss Ruth Taylor called attention the growing tend- 
ency develop all sorts activities the county 
basis. While her experience Westchester County, 
New York, may exceptional one, the principle 
involved seemed rather universally accepted. 

Probably inspired the slogan, “Eventually, Why 
Not Now?” was decided that Have 
WELFARE UNIT, BUT PREFERABLY LET 
WELFARE UNIT THE STATE READY 
FOR IT. 

Presuming that broader powers will given both 
name and fact, how broad should these powers be? 
what might sometimes considered the “lunatic 
welfare functions, for instance, lies the ad- 
ministration penal affairs. Mrs. Johnson felt that 
divorce this activity from other welfare matters would 
get rid feature that often jeopardizes con- 
structive social planning. ‘This view was strongly 
combatted the argument that the only hope 
socializing penal affairs was keep them part the 
whole welfare problem. Further discussion the scope 
county welfare board’s program brought the 
relation the board mothers’ aid work, juvenile 
courts and county children’s homes. 

There growing tendency have mothers’ aid and 
dependency dealt with away from court procedure. 
Mrs. Johnson felt that the court had place these 
activities, although Mr. Charles Chute emphasized the 
importance dealing with situations they exist and 
appreciating the effort that being made remove 
the stigma from juvenile court practices. 

compromise was effected the decision that THE 
But Tuis SHOULD Co- 
OPERATE WITH AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS. 

Although county children’s homes did not seem 
overly popular, the fact that they exist many 
places was recognized. was felt that they might 
modified perform the service temporary receiving 


homes. Their relation the county unit was expressed 
the statement, ONE THE FUNCTIONS THE 
County UNIT SHOULD THE MANAGEMENT 
County Homes WHERE Exist. 

The whole subject the boundary between state 
and county jurisdiction was opened Mr. Carstens’ 
outlining the Virginia plan. When child that state 
removed from the custody his parent, com- 
mitted the Department Public Welfare. This 
Department then free study the child and his needs 
and make the best possible disposition. The weakness 
the Virginia plan that the expense borne entirely 
the state and rather puts premium this drastic 
measure. 

Miss Elsie Bond, from her experience New York, 
re-emphasized this danger and the desirability having 
the county share the support. less than the 
financial responsibility the moral obligation avoid 
relieving parents legal guardianship their children 
too easily. any rate was decided that Tue 
County SHOULD THE UNIT SERVICE FOR CHIL- 
DREN WHO NEED NOT SEPARATED PERMANENTLY 
FROM THEIR FAMILIES. 

Whatever the distinctive functions state and 
county might be, was realized that the success any 
plan depends largely upon the personnel those who 
administer it. Many the problems touched upon 
will disappear the county worker has organizing 
ability that will develop local resources and case work 
ability that will utilize these resources the fullest 
extent. such person seems “too good 
true,” the experience North Carolina and Alabama, 
where strong educational programs have been main- 
tained, should prove encouraging those who despair 
the unpromising personnel with which they often 
have set shop. 

Near the beginning this discussion, Miss Curry 
had pointed out the importance deciding whether 
the local board existed carry out the functions the 
state, the administrative work the county. 
Mr. Carstens, from his familiarity with situations 
many places, felt that the county unit should con- 
cerned with the administration the public welfare 
the community, while the state department should func- 
tion educational and supervisory capacity. 

All this discussion was summarized the following 
statements: 

Functions THE County WELFARE 
ZATIONS SHOULD ADMINISTRATIVE. 

Tue County CHARGED WITH THE 
FOR DEPENDENT, DELINQUENT, NEGLECTED, 
MATE AND DEFECTIVE CHILDREN CO-OPERATION 
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AMERICA 


Stoneman, Detroit 

Vice-President—J. Prentice Philadelphia 

Corn Exchange Bank, New York 


evident that there are almost many varieties 
form county organization there are examples 
this type activity. board not board?” 
might answered Westchester County, New York, 
particular case, famous for its successful record, the 
official has been elected, was generally conceded that 
the whole better type person usually secured 
appointment than election. 

was felt, however, that Westchester County 
enough exception warrant the decision that 
GENERAL RULE, THE County UNIT SHOULD 

Regarding the size and tenure office this board, 
was felt that rotating terms with tenure office 
that bore relation the tenure office the ap- 
pointing power, would minimize the chance over- 
turn through changes administration. warning 
note was sounded against too many officio members. 

was felt that board should include certain num- 
ber appointed the county and equal number ap- 
pointed the state. Mr. Arthur Dunham cut the 
Gordian knot trying have equal representation 
with odd number the board suggestion that 
grew into the verdict that County Boarp 
Consist Five Two THE 

Two other statements that seemed meet with 
general favor were THE HAVE 
SHOULD CoME FROM THE Bopy 
PENSATION FOR THE MEMBERS THE County 

Recognizing again the desirability having the state 
function educational way that would raise stan- 
dards, was agreed that Unit, 
How SET UP, SHOULD UNDER THE SUPER- 
VISION THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 

was felt that the state and county could divide 
administrative costs and that the furnishing 
office, preferably the court house, was logical obli- 
gation upon the county. was also felt that the 
county board could adapt its program local condi- 


tions the matter having the members work 
cases, combining volunteer work with the employ- 
ment trained personnel and having the board 
function purely advisory and supervisory relation 
employed personnel. 


PARTMENT AND COUNTY ORGANIZATION 

Under this topic some the ground already covered 
was naturally retraced but the further emphasis 
certain points was significant. the question, “Should 
there supervision state department with with- 
out authority require standards?” the unanimous 
answer was THERE SHOULD SUPERVISION WITH 
AUTHORITY REQUIRE STANDARDS; THERE SHOULD 

Mr. Carstens drew attention the fact that there 
tendency the part state departments require 
great deal information from private and other local 
units, which use ever made, and that this 
bringing state departments and the whole matter 
statistics into disrepute. 

Regarding the function state departments 
counties where the county welfare organization has not 
been effected, Mr. Carstens also emphasized the fact 
that the surest way develop sentiment unorgan- 
ized counties show concrete evidence that there 
need and demonstrate the kind work necessary 
meet it. This stimulation, previously stated, 
logical function the state, working, however, close 
co-operation with all existing local resources. 


Although the conference had been called the re- 
quest some the social work leaders Wisconsin, 
was very evident that the interest county organi- 
zation wide-spread. Whether one likes not, un- 
questionably the trend many quarters the direc- 
tion this type unit for administering welfare work. 
the business those who care, guide the develop- 
ment into the most effective channels. Conferences 
like the one planned the Child Welfare League 
America can long way toward clarifying thought 
the subject. 

STEEL Moss, 
Bureau Children, Dept. Welfare Pennsylvania 


OKLAHOMA NOW BIRTH REGISTRATION 
AREA 


The admission Oklahoma the United States 
birth registration area has been announced the 
Bureau the Census. With the addition Oklahoma, 
the birth registration area now includes States and 
the District Columbia, per cent the total 
estimated population the United States. 
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The location the institution and the availability 

service from the outside. 

have definite data the number 
children needing specialized treatment public school 
population, there are possibly per cent the 
children who have serious conduct disorders and become 
serious problem children the school. Probably 
per cent institutional children have problems 
sufficiently serious that studies their personalities 
and behavior will beneficial their adjustment. 
Given institution 100 200 children, that means 
that probably only the children the insti- 
tution are going very serious problem children. 

Williams believes that institution 300 
400 children, psychiatric service imperative per 
cent that population probably needs more careful 
study personality traits. Even given careful physical 
examinations, there are times when some one needs 
correlate these physical findings with the whole person- 
ality the child. Sometimes, child may slightly 
underweight although otherwise perfectly normal. This 
may due some slight mental condition, nervous 
disorder. Low vitality may also caused this. 
Very often doctor will over youngster’s heart, 
lungs, and abdomen, and make examinations the 
eyes, ears, nose, and throat, and send back clean bill 
health, and still you know the child has not the same 
vitality other youngsters. may that there are 
some mental reactions which are making for low vitality 
and lack vigor the child. 

too, psychiatrist psychologist may able 
help the placement children school. school 
teacher very apt think school achievements 
alone without tying them with the child’s personality. 
Many things are found out through trial and error, but 
using certain methods one can save great deal 
time for himself and save one two years the life 
achild. much more important make care- 
ful vocational plan for the child for 
the ‘border-line’ defective child. The average child 
going slip along with the average curriculum the 
public school and not met failures any great 
extent, and eventually find his place assistance 
parents and school teachers, etc. But the below-normal 
child needs more particular advice and more particular 
placement; therefore, psychological testing 
possible measurements school achievement and voca- 
tional helps are more imperative institutions than 
the public school system. 

the personnel institution has common sense, 


and knowledge the problems childhood and 
the problems that come these problem children, the 
specialized services which psychiatrist might give are 
not needed such extent. the personnel does not 
have that understanding children there great 
need for psychiatrist advise with them clearing 
situations within institutions and helping prevent 
the development problems child behavior. 
psychiatrist can assist also the discipline methods 
institutions; not perhaps the methods discipline 
the aims discipline. have been very much 
concerned with the methods discipline instead the 
aims. The time has come for take, perhaps, 
different viewpoint the methods discipline 
order bring about the results that are looking for. 
not much question studying each child 
study the situation. Disciplinary problems 
often arise because inadequate facilities for play and 
self-expression. 

sum up: The services psychiatrist some in- 
stitutions for dispensed with for some 
time. They can probably along and excellent jobs 
they have the past without psychiatric clinic. 
However, certain percentage children the institu- 
tions, perhaps ten fifteen per cent, need some type 
psychiatric assistance. All children need psychological 
testing help placing them correctly school. 
opportunity for the institutional personnel consult 
with psychiatrist the handling behavior problems 
would most 


Dr. FRANKLIN Superintendent 


have cottage plan institution with every cot- 
tage practically complete unit. Some institutions 
have central kitchen and service building which 
children for their meals, and others have way 
sending the meals containers the cottages three 
times day. our institution, everything done 
the cottage—baking and cooking. have central 
laundry and storage plant for raw food supply. Each 
cottage has cottage mother and assistant, and not 
more than children. think too many, but 
better than 50. have children from the ages 
and and each cottage. The boys and 
girls live separate cottages, but they are not separated 
the playgrounds. 

should like try sometime keeping the sexes 
together the cottages. course, many difficulties 
might arise. could place the children the cot- 
tages the age might develop what Pro- 
fessor Westermark has termed ‘the brother and sister 
attitude.’ 

people think orphan children one class. 
visitor comes and asks ‘What you for 
these orphan Perhaps tell her five 
six have college. She will immediately ask, ‘Do 
you believe sending children this class college?’ 
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“One the first things people must learn that 
there are just many different kinds children with- 
out parents there are children with parents. Some 
our children college, some business college, 
and others become farmers, Each child becomes 
that extent individual case. have the 
present time, girls and boys colleges all over the 
country. have two that are going into professions. 
Several our children are trade schools and others 
have entered various trades. have little place 
Cayuga County which are using sort experi- 
ment. far seems highly successful. now have 
boys the farm. 

looking over our institution, you will find that 
our life simple. not think can substitute 
for good family home, but are endeavoring lead 
wholesome family community life. strive set 
good standards for our children. 

send our children outside church, trade 
school, and high were nearer public 
school than are, might send our smaller children 
outside also. try always keep mind that 
are building for the future. 

have form self-government. Each cottage 
has council three children which meets once week. 
Once while, have general council cottage 
councils. let the children try run their affairs 
well they can. Some one asked found 
efficient. chaotic. However, have stand 
lot chaos the interest good citizenship later on. 
able stand some chaos and confusion can put 
the children their own feet. they make good 
after they leave us, our work 

* * * 


Forty-two representatives from thirty organizations 
were present. 


PRESBYTERIAN INSTITUTIONS SERVE 
CHILDREN VARIOUS FAITHS 

According recent study, out 1,878 children 
cared for seventeen Southern Presbyterian institu- 
tions for dependent children, only 840 had one both 
parents affiliated with the Presbyterian Church. 
the remaining 1,038 children 270 were from Baptist 
families and 211 from Methodist families. Other 
churches were represented 132 children. From fami- 
lies without church membership, there were 169 chil- 
dren. For 256 children nothing was known the 
church affiliation parents. probable that other 
Protestant church institutions will report similar varia- 
tions the affiliations the families from which they 
receive children. 

Especially the South, where church institutions 
care for large part the dependent children, these 
figures lead one conclusion. The Presbyterian Church 
caring for the children the community and per- 
forming community service more than service its 
own people. the Protestant churches come 


realize that this generally true their child-caring 
organizations, they will naturally take increased 
interest community planning for social service. 


(Continued from page column 
with its progressive changes which control the nutrition 
and the development the ovum. (5) Normal secre- 
tions both man and woman with 
chemical reactions. 

studying any given case unfruitful marriage 
most careful and complete examination demanded. 
This always entails examination more than one 
specialist. The husband examined the urologist, 
the wife the gynecologist. Both are seen the 
internist who makes complete medical examination 
with particular attention constitutional factors and 
endocrinopathies. the laboratory both husband and 
wife submit basal metabolism test and other diag- 
nostic endocrine tests, and have Wassermann test. 
Complete blood and urine examinations are also done. 
All these data must then correlated. But even this 
may not prove sufficient. The psychiatrist may also 
have consulted, for psychic factors play their part 
many more instances than commonly believed. 
Vaginismus and frigidity may and cause relative 
sterility the female. Both are usually purely psychic 
origin. Many cases psychic impotence the male 
are encountered. Perversions and other failures 
normal psychosexual development should receive con- 
sideration. 

Curability varies considerably the different con- 
ditions mentioned. Space prohibits any discussion 
this phase the subject. However, eliminating the 
cases absolute sterility, about one-half the sterile 
unions can relieved appropriate treatment. 

mentions four prophylactic measures 
being particularly important: (1) Most careful atten- 
tion the hygiene boys and girls puberty pre- 
vent incomplete genital development; (2) The com- 
bating and control venereal disease; (3) The correc- 
tion faulty sex hygiene education; (4) Early 
investigation and treatment. 


Modern Methods the Investigation and Treatment Sterility, 
tical Medicine Series, 1927, Obstetrics, Gynecology, 613-617. 


MOTHERS’ AID, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 


The president the board commissioners Cook 
County, his annual report for 1927, states 
that increased appropriation for that year made 
possible for the mothers’ pension department clear 
large accumulation applications which could not 
acted upon before because lack funds, and 
accept new applications. October 1927, the com- 
missioners were giving aid for 5,113 children com- 
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pared with 3,088 the corresponding date 1926. 
The relief now granted for this department more 
nearly adequate than any previous time since its 
organization, the report states. 


O’Grady, Ph.D. The Century Company, 1928. 
This volume Dr. O’Grady the first con- 
templated series Catholic College text-books 
edited Dr. John Lapp. The many years re- 
search into industrial and social problems the Secre- 
tary the National Conference Catholic Charities 
gives assurance the scholarly character this book 
and the comprehensiveness the contents. The 
jectives Social are defined from the point 
view the Church, setting the tone for the chapters 
that follow. Discussion the basis charity fol- 
lowed paragraphs the need for organized programs 
service. The message the editor the series 
the National Conference Social Work during his presi- 
dency stated section “Charity and 
beginning, “In dealing with the virtue charity, 
necessary keep mind always its relation justice.” 
Covering the whole range family and child-caring 
work, the treatment delinquency and crime, health 
facilities, safeguards against economic disabilities, poor 
relief, the school social agency, and the Church and 
social work, the treatment each topic necessarily 
more limited than one would wish view the 
author’s interest some the specific problems 
child-care, for example. While written specifically 
Catholic text-book, the book should interest 
social workers outside the Church field, for other 
reason than that gives understanding the back- 
ground Catholic social work and its underlying prin- 
ciples, which are, after all, equally pertinent all who 
are working for charity and justice. 


The Massachusetts Society for the Prevention 
Cruelty Children its annual report for 1927 states 
that there was increase nearly per cent the 
number children who came into its care during the 
year, compared with the number 1926. This in- 
crease the report attributes not much more child 
abuse and neglect the fact that the work the 
society becomes better known the public asks for its 
help more often and cases need are found earlier 
the process family breakdown. Approximately four 
out five the family problems presented last year 
were adjusted without legal action. total 11,917 
children, only 2,512 were brought directly under the 
jurisdiction courts, and only 447, per cent the 


whole number, were permanently removed from their 
parents. 


MEASLES INSTITUTIONS 


Deaths from measles institutions for children and 
for mental defectives have been responsible for from 
per cent the annual mortality from this cause 
New York State, exclusive New York City. 

The average for the years 1915-1922 was per 
cent. Outbreaks accompanied large number 
deaths have occurred only institutions caring for 
children under years age and institutions for 
mental defectives. The author describes detail the 
restrictive measures employed for the prevention and 
control measles institutions during the year 1923, 
there being distinct outbreaks institutions with 
total 945 cases and deaths. concludes that 
convalescent serum will favorably influence the mortal- 
ity administered during incubation period, but ad- 
mits that its use the institutions was decided dis- 
appointment. Delayed notification and difficulty 
transportation detracted materially from its practical 
value well the difficulty maintaining reserve 
supply sufficient meet the needs large institu- 
tion.— Edward Godfrey, Jr., Measles Institutions 
for Children, Journal Prev. Med., 2:1 (Jan.), 1928. 


INTER-SOCIETY SERVICE 


The Children’s Bureau, Inc., Dermon 
Building, Memphis, Tennessee, which was recently 
admitted into memkership the League, has accepted 
the following articles for inter-society service: Articles 
and 2—Shelby County, State Tennessee; Article 
Memphis. 

The Children’s Bureau Dayton, 243 St. Clair 
Street, Dayton, also recently admitted, has ac- 
cepted the following articles: Articles and 
gomery County, 


ENCLOSURES 
(Sent members only) 
Children’s Bureau Publication No. 162 (Revised), 


“Public Aid Mothers with Dependent Children.” 
Emma Lundberg. 


CHANGES FOR DIRECTORY 

Maryland Children’s Aid Society 
temporarily located the Masonic Building, Towson, 
Baltimore County, Maryland. 

PENNSYLVANIA— Bureau for Jewish Children, Phila- 
delphia. Miss Zena Blanc resigned. Succeeded 
Miss Lotte Marcuse Executive Secretary. 

Children’s Aid Society New 
Branch Office— Rutland. 

Miss Persis Holden, Secretary 


Includes— Addison, Rutland and Bennington Coun- 
ties. 
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INTER-CITY CONFERENCE 
ILLEGITIMACY 
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President: Dr. St. Louis, Mo. 
Vice-President: Miss Drury, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Secretary: Miss St. Louis, Mo. 
Treasurer: Miss St. Louis, Mo. 


STERILITY AND ADOPTION 


Henry M.D., Director, Cleveland Child Guidance 
Clinic, Assistant Professor Mental Hygiene, Applied 
Social Sciences, Western Reserve University 

Seldom, ever, childless marriage happy one. 
Sooner later there comes time the lives the 
married pair, particularly the part the wife, when 
child their own wanted. Most marriages are 
contracted with the hope that they will fruitful 
and sterility may become disruptive factor, destroying 
times even thoughtfully established home. Often 
one both partners avoid this catastrophe their 
lives fill the void childless home seek adopt 
child. 

interest, however, preparing this short article 
was aroused seeing the many sad consequences and 
those chiefly the adopted child, those families 
where sterility was not absolute and where child was 
born the couple after the adoption. would, there- 
fore, briefly present those facts about sterility which 
the child welfare worker and the institutional executive 
should know order better understand the need 
for advising prospective adoptive parents seek com- 
petent medical attention they may learn whether 
they are actually sterile permanently before permitting 
them adopt child. 


STERILITY THE FEMALE 


Absolute, incurable sterility due defects the 
avenues transit the organs reproduction such 
nature make impregnation obviously impossible. 
Primary relative sterility due such causes in- 
fantilism, arrest development during childhood 
that the child-bearing age the organs retain certain 
characteristics the prepubescent period, and endo- 
crine deficiencies. Disturbance the endocrine glands 
include not only hypofunction dysfunction the 
ovaries, but especially thyroid gland and pituitary 
gland disorders. Secondary acquired sterility 
most often the result birth traumatism, infections 
and their and displacements. The traumas 
include the relaxed vaginal outlet, the lacerated cervix 
and resultant distortions and the retroverted subin- 
voluted uterus. The commonest causative agent the 
infections gonorrhea, which stated cause from 


percent female sterility from cervical and tubal 
infection.! 


STERILITY THE MALE 


Failure bear children the part the married 
woman due certain proportion cases sterility 
the husband. This important fact has com- 
paratively short time ago not been sufficiently recog- 
nized, and consequence much unfair blame has been 
thrown the wife and prevented the acquiring 
information most valuable diagnosis, prognosis and 
treatment. Regardless how gross the pathology 
found the wife, the possible responsibility the hus- 
band should never overlooked. The incidence 
sterility the male estimated from per 
cent all childless From percent 

Sterility the male may absolute, e., dependent 
upon absence imperfect development any portion 
the secreting excreting apparatus. Absolute 
sterility incurable. Sterility, however, may rela- 
tive. called primary when due such causes 
infantilism endocrine deficiencies; secondary ac- 
quired when due trauma and infections and their 
Relative sterility, either primary acquired, 
offers hope for improvement and cure. 

some cases fertility may low. The sperms may 
relatively few and these not strong they may 
abnormally shaped. Impregnation then will occur only 
under exactly suitable conditions the female genital 
tract. Healthy couples may sterile though each 
partner may fertile with other partners. Such 
couples are usually close blood relatives but this condi- 
tion may occur non-consanguineous couples. The 
reason for this has been ascribed the absence 
difference the reaction the sex 

postulates five basic requisites conception 
and the healthy development the ovum. (1) Healthy 
active spermatozoa deposited coitus the posterior 
fornix the cervical portio. (2) perfectly ma- 
tured ovum. (3) patent tubo-uterine tract, which 
will allow the free transit the semen the outer 
third the tube and permit the fecundated ovum access 
the uterine mucosa. (4) normally developed corpus 
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